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Editorial
Dear reader,
we are glad to present the sixth issue of the Robot-Era newsletter.
The last six months of the project are in front of us with fundamental
conclusive tasks to overcome. After months of preparation, the
second ambitious experimental loop started in July at DomoCasa
Lab in Peccioli, Italy. The lessons learned during the first trial have
been funnelled in this second loop to obtain more consistent results
by rethinking robots and services according to a user centred
design approach. In August it will be the turn of Örebro University
to start the experimental loop at the Ängen Research and Innovation
Apartment.

In the next months there will be several opportunities to present the
project and to see the robots in action.
Take the chance to know more about the project by attending these
events:
 Workshop on “Bridging user needs to deployed applications
of service robots” at IROS 2015 held on September 28 in
Hamburg, Germany
 booth at euRathlon challenge in Piombino, Italy from September
22 to 25 and open demonstration with all Robot-Era platforms on
22 evening

Don’t miss the opportunity to learn more about
developments and news, sign up for our newsletter!

the

project

Dr. Filippo Cavallo, Robot-Era Project Manager
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We are social
Find Robot-Era on

Upcoming
Robot-Era
events
Participation in the
euRathlon competition
Robot-Era will participate
in the euRathlon challenge
held in Piombino, Italy
from September 17 to 25.
On Wednesday 22, an
open demonstration with
the three robots will be
delivered in the beautiful
setting of Torre del Sale, a
village which is a hamlet to
Piombino.
Check Robot-Era website
and facebook page to keep
updated with the project
news and events.
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In the spotlight
2nd Summer School
on Social HumanRobot Interaction
24-28 August
Åland, Finland

2015,

The
2nd
International
Summer School on Social
Human-Robot Interaction
welcomes PhD students
and young researchers for
an intensive five days of
lectures
and
ateliers
covering a wide range of
topics in social HRI. It
follows up from the 1st
Summer School held at
Christ’s College, Cambridge,
UK.
The
school
receives
support from the FP7
DREAM project, the FP7
Robot-Era project and the
IEEE RAS Summer Schools
programme.
The Summer school will be
held at Käringsund Resort
&
Conference,
Åland,
Finland from Monday 24
August to Friday 28 August
2015 (www.karingsund.ax).
CONTACT
Any inquiries should be
sent to:
socialhri2015@gmail.com
»»»

Workshop: Bridging user needs to
deployed applications of service
robots @ IROS 2015
28 September 2015, Hamburg, Germany
Future service robotics will be machines that will primarily help and
assist persons of all ages in daily activities at home, in their
workplace and in other environments. They will be able to perform a
multitude of roles thanks to their capabilities to act and interact
physically, emotionally, socially and safely with humans, providing for
an easier and healthier life. Despite the progress of research in the
field of service robotics, there are various issues that should be
addressed and solved for a wide deployment in the real daily life
world and for the creation of a real market. Fundamental aspects as
reliability, availability, adaptability, safety, security and
maintainability (these attributes are the basis of the dependability
paradigm) should be addresses and appropriately evaluated in a
unique situation in order to demonstrate a consolidated technical
feasibility. In addition to the technical evaluation, issues like
acceptability and usability of technologies and the economic, ethical,
legal and social implications, as well as standardization aspects
should be strongly taken into account.
The aim of this workshop is to provide a structured approach
from user needs to the deployment of intelligent robot and
system solutions to improve the quality of life of elders,
impaired persons and everybody else by augmenting mobility,
manipulation and cognitive capabilities of the users.
If you are a researcher interested to turn your research results into a
solution to a real need of the real life of real people, or if you are an
entrepreneur willing to improve the quality of life of the greater
possible number of people by making easier any activity of daily life
of ordinary people, you will need a coherent set of methodologies,
software,
hardware
and
physical
validation
infrastructures.
In this workshop we will propose a bridging approach with
reference to real use-cases of service robots in a town setting.
DEADLINE
Submission deadline: 20th July 2015 (extended 14th August 2015)
ORGANIZERS
Fabio Bonsignorio (The BioRobotics Institute, Scuola Superiore
Sant’Anna)
Filippo Cavallo (The BioRobotics Institute, Scuola Superiore
Sant’Anna)
Paolo Dario (The BioRobotics Institute, Scuola Superiore Sant’Anna)
CONTACT
Any inquiries should be sent to: filippo.cavallo@sssup.it
More information: workshop page
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Last six months results
Second
phase
of
experimental
loop
Robot-Era

the
massive
organized
by

On July, the 2nd experimental loop of Robot-Era was launched at
DomoCasa Lab in Peccioli, Italy. During this final trial 20 senior over
70 will participate as volunteers in an extensive trial of three
aggregate services performed by the robotic platforms
developed in the project.
Respect to the first experimental loop, this time the elderly will be
completely alone with the robots, even if the test will be monitored
through a remote control station. The ambitious objective is to lead a
real assisted experimental loop, where the senior volunteers will
interact with the robots as if they were in their own home or in a
residential facility endowed with these technologies.

Workshop on Elderly-robot interaction at
Plymouth
On March 11, 2015, the University of Plymouth (UOP) team members
together with Prof. Ray Jones, a Professor of Health Informatics at
the same University, held a workshop on “Elderly-robot
interaction: Talk and demonstration on robots by Plymouth
University” at Wesley Court, a sheltered housing facility for the
accommodation of retired people in Plymouth, United Kingdom.
During the workshop, the UOP team introduced the latest elderlytailored user interface developed under the EU FP7 Robot-Era Project
and gave demonstrations of the interaction capabilities of the newest
NAO humanoid platform. Around 30 residents in the apartment
building attended the workshop.
During the workshop, the attendants were invited to participate in a
follow-up study on elderly-robot interaction with the Robot-Era
multi-modal user interfaces from May 9 to May 15, 2015, at Plymouth
University. »»»

News from
the world
Robots: the more
Europeans know them,
the more they like them
A new survey out today
shows
that
a
growing
number of Europeans work
or share their home with
robots (one in seven, up
from one in eight in 2012).
Generally, those who have
more experience with robots
(at home, at work or
elsewhere) are more positive
towards their use.
 Eight in ten Europeans
(82%) who use robots think
well of them, while nine in
ten (90%) among them
would purchase one
 74% of young Europeans
have a positive view of
robots and 72% of all
Europeans (77% of young
people) believe robots are
good for society because
they help people
 A fifth of respondents
(20%) say that they would
consider having a robot at
home. One in ten (10%)
could get one within the next
five years

»»»
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External
events
July 1-3, 2015
ARSO 2015

“IEEE International
Workshop on Advanced
Robotics and its Social
Impacts”

July 27-31, 2015
ICAR 2015

The Robot-Era Consortium
The development of the Robot-Era project is carried out by a
multidisciplinary consortium, in which partners from different
technological, economical, medical and humanist disciplines
collaborate to design and implement social service models in a user
and town centered design approach.
The Robot-Era consortium comprises 12 partners from 4 different
European countries:

August 11-14,2015
ICORR 2015
August 24-28, 2014
IEEE CASE 2015
“Automation for a
Sustainable Future”
September 22-25, 2015
AAL Forum
September 28-30, 2015
IROS 2015
“Gateway to the Era of
Robots”
October 26-30, 2015
ICSR 2015
"Individual Differences"

The Robot-Era Project has
received funding from the
European
Community's
Seventh
Framework
Programme (FP7/2007-2013)
under grant agreement num.
288899
FP7 - ICT - Challenge 5: ICT
for Health, Ageing Well,
Inclusion and Governance

More information
For more information, visit the Public documents section of the
project website:
www.robot-era.eu
or contact the Project Coordinator, Prof. Paolo Dario, and the
Project Manager, Dr. Filippo Cavallo, at SSSA:
paolo.dario@sssup.it
filippo.cavallo@sssup.it
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