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News

Editorial

Find Robot-Era on

Dear reader,
we are glad to present the second Robot-Era newsletter.
and soon on

Robot-Era is a project, funded by the European Commission, with the
ambition to significantly enhance the complexity and acceptability of
current robotic services to a new level of service and performance for
helping seniors in daily life.

Upcoming
Robot-Era
events

In the last six months the project carried out all the planned
activities: the first version of the condominium and indoor robotic
platforms have been developed and are ready to be tested by elderly
volunteers in the two pilot sites of Peccioli (Italy) and Örebro
(Sweden) during the first experimental loop that will last six months.
To keep in touch with the project developments and news, follow
Robot-Era by signing up for our newsletter!
Dr. Filippo Cavallo, Robot-Era Project Manager
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International Summer
School on Social HumanRobot Interaction,
August 2013
The 1st Summer School cosponsored by Robot-Era
will take place on August
2013. This event is part of
a series of two Summer
Schools that Robot-Era will
organize during the project
lifetime.
A programme with detailed
information is available in
the website.
1st experimental loop,
July 2013
In July 2013, the first
experimental loop starts in
the
living
laboratories
Domocasa Lab in Peccioli
(Italy) and PEIS-Home in
Örebro (Sweden). More
information
will
be
accessible in the website.
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In the spotlight
News from
the world
Georgia Institute of
Technology study: How
Would You Like Your
Assistant - Human or
Robotic?
Based
on
a
Georgia
Institute of Technology
study, it appears that
healthcare providers prefer
robotic helpers, especially
concerning
Instrumental
activities of daily living
(IDALs), such as helping
with
housework
and
reminding patients when
to take medication. »»»
ICT for Societal
Challenges: new
publication on research
and innovation projects
This
booklet
highlights
some of the many EU
initiatives and co-funded
research and innovation
projects which address
societal challenges through
digital innovation, such as
better
healthcare,
independent living for the
elderly, delivering effective
public
services,
energy
saving, smart transport,
secure internet, inclusion,
preservation of cultural
heritage. »»»

International Summer School on
Social Human-Robot Interaction
26-30 August 2013, Cambridge (UK)

The International Summer School on Social Human-Robot
Interaction, co-sponsored Robot-Era and other FP7 EU project,
welcomes PhD students and young researchers for an intensive five
days of lectures and ateliers covering a wide range of topics in social
HRI.
More information: http://www.hrisummerschool.org/

Barriers of Robotics Acceptance –
Identification and Development of
Approaches
S. Glende, S. Klemcke, C. Nedopil
YOUSE GmbH, Winsstraße 62, 10405 Berlin,
sebastian.glende@youse.de
Abstract
Due to demographic change and a shortage of care personnel, the
relevance of service robotics is growing. Already now, several
research projects aim on the technical development of robots. Thus,
specific functions and fields of application become apparent – but
also potential barriers for acceptance. To identify and structure these
barriers, 16 workshops and group interviews in Germany, Italy and
Sweden with end users and carers have been conducted in the
context of the EU-funded project Robot-Era. As results, six
categories of acceptance barriers have been outlined and integrated
into the established UTAUT model, which can be used for the
development of approaches to increase acceptance.

UTAUT model (Unified Theory of Acceptance and Use of Technology) for the robotic field
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Last six months results
After designing and developing the Domestic, Condominium and
Outdoor robotic platforms and defining the Robot-Era services, the
first experimental loop is just started in Peccioli (Italy) on July and
will start in Ängen (Sweden) on September. During the first
experimental loop that will lasts six months until December 2013, 70
senior citizens 65+ years old will be recruited to use and test the
Robot-Era system, composed of the three robots and the AmI
infrastructure, in the realistic indoor and outdoor environments of
the Peccioli Town Lab. Elderly volunteers will be invited to interact
with the robots in order to evaluate the technical effectiveness and
acceptability of the Robot-Era robotic services. The feedbacks
provided by the elderly, collected by means of specific
questionnaires, interviews and video analysis, will be used to
investigate the degree of attitude, acceptance and usability of RobotEra services and to measure the dependability of the Robot-Era
system.

Robot-Era
publications
MIRA - Middleware for
Robotic Applications
Proceedings
of
the
IEEE/RSJ Int. Conf. on
Intelligent Robots and
Systems (IROS 2012),
October 7 - 12, 2012
Vilamoura, Portugal
Recurrent
neural
network
for
ballistic
actions: A study with
the iCub
Proceedings of the ICDLEpiRob 2012, November
7 - 9, San Diego, California,
USA
Mental
practice
and
verbal
instructions
execution: A cognitive
robotics study
Proceedings
of
the
International
Joint
Conference on Neural
Networks (IJCNN), June
10-15, Brisbane, Australia
Configuration planning
with multiple dynamic
goals
Proceedings of the AAAI
Spring
Symposium
“Designing
intelligent
robots: Reintegrating AI”,
Stanford, CA, March 2527, 2013
Find more information on
these and other issues in
our website:
www.robot-era.eu

Pictures of Robot-Era test sites: DomoCasa living lab in Peccioli, Italy (above and
below on the left) and PEIS-Home lab in Ängen, Sweden (below on the right)
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External
events

The Robot-Era Consortium

June 23-27, 2013
IAGG 2013 – “Digital
Ageing: New Horizon for
Health Care and Active
Aging”

The development of the Robot-Era project is carried out by a
multidisciplinary consortium, in which partners from different
technological, economical, medical and humanist disciplines
collaborate to design and implement social service models in a user
and town centered design approach.

June 23-27, 2013
ICORR 2013 - 18th
International
Conference on
Rehabilitation Robotics

The Robot-Era consortium comprises 12 partners from 4 different
European countries:

September 24-26, 2013
AAL Forum 2013
October 23-25, 2013
4th Italian Forum
foritaal 2013
November 3-7, 2013
IROS 2013 – New Horizon
International
Conference
on Intelligent Robots
and Systems
November 6-8, 2013
ICT 2013 - Create,
Connect, Grow

The Robot-Era Project has
received funding from the
European
Community's
Seventh
Framework
Programme (FP7/2007-2013)
under grant agreement num.
288899
FP7 - ICT - Challenge 5: ICT
for Health, Ageing Well,
Inclusion and Governance

More information
For more information, visit the Public documents section of the project
website:
www.robot-era.eu
or contact the Project Coordinator, Prof. Paolo Dario, and the Project
Manager, Dr. Filippo Cavallo, at SSSA:
paolo.dario@sssup.it
filippo.cavallo@sssup.it
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